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245. Proposed by J. SCHEFFER, A. M., Hagerstown, Md. 

A body moves with constant velocity in the circumference of an ellipse. Find the 
rate of approach (1) to the center, (2) to one of the foci, for any point in the ellipse. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 



It is desired to include in this column notes of interest concerning the 
activities of teachers of college mathematics in the field of education. The 
editors will gladly receive news of this kind from any source. Such items 
may be transmitted to any one of the three editors. 

Columbia University announces that several new officers of instruction 
will be added to the Department of Mathematics at the close of the present 
academic year. 

Professor S. C. Newson, of the Department of Mathematics in the 
University of Kansas, died suddenly at his home on Thursday evening, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1910. 

Professor Granville's paper in the present number is the second in the 
series on the teaching of college mathematics. The next paper in this series 
will be by Professor H. L. Rietz, of the University of Illinois, on the Teach- 
ing of College Algebra. 

A series of five lectures on graphical methods in the teaching 
of mathematics will be given at the University of Michigan during Febru- 
ary, by Professor Carl Runge of Goettingen, Germany, who is Kaiser Wil- 
helm Exchange Professor at Columbia University during the present year. 
The titles include: Methods of graphical calculation; Graphical representa- 
tion of functions, Graphical integration and differentiation, Graphical treat- 
ment of differential equations. 

Mr. R. M. Ginnings, formerly of Kirksville Normal School, Missouri, 
is professor of mathematics in the State Normal School at Macomb, Illinois. 
Mr. Ginnings had recently completed a year's graduate study, on leave of 
absence from Kirksville, and had attained the Master's degree in 
mathematics. 

Professor R. L. Rhoton of Georgetown College, Kentucky, is chair- 
man of a committee of the State Teachers' Association to revise the course 
of study in mathematics in the Schools of Kentucky. 

Mr. E. E. Whitford, Tutor in Mathematics in the College of the City 
of New York, is the author of an article in the January number of School 
Science and Mathematics entitled: "An American Syllabus in Algebra," in 
which the results of the various algebra syllabi of recent years are summed 
up in tabular form for convenient reference. 
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Professor W. A. Manning, of Stanford University, is exchange pro- 
fessor at the University of Illinois during the present year. 

Professor H. L. McAlister, of Ouachita College, was a member of the 
committee of five of the State Teachers' Association of Arkansas, by whom 
was prepared the recently published outline of a four years' course in high 
school mathematics. The algebra section of this outline is a reproduction of 
the report on algebra published by the Central Association of Science and 
Mathematics in 1907, which has had such a wide circulation and influence 
during the past three years. 



BOOKS. 



Rara Arithmetica. A catalog of the Arithmetics written before the 
year MDCI, with a description of those in the Library of George Arthur 
Plimpton of New York. By David Eugene Smith, of Teachers' College, 
Columbia University. Large 8vo. Cloth, xiii+507 pages. Price, $5.50. 
Boston and Chicago: Ginn & Co. 

This work is of great value to the teacher of elementary mathematics, and should be 
eagerly sought after by those who are teaching arithmetic. One needs to know the evo- 
lution of every subject he is teaching, and never before has there been given such an ex- 
haustive description of the arithmetics used prior to 1601. 

The book abounds with facsimile reproductions of title pages and figures. 

The publishers have spared no pains to make the book neat and attractive. Their 
undertaking in the production of books that are of inestimable value to the scholar and in- 
vestigator, but of little commercial value, should be encouraged by a large demand for 
such books as the one before us. F. 

Ganot's Physics. Seventeenth Edition, Revised to 1905. By A. W. 
Reinhold, M. A., F. R. S., Professor of Physics, Royal Naval College, Green- 
wich, England. 8vo. Cloth, xi+1169 pages. Price, $5.00. New York: 
William Wood & Co. 

In the present edition, while the general character and scope of the work, which 
marked the Sixteenth Edition have been maintained, considerable additions and modifica- 
tions in detail have been made, and the whole has been carefully revised. 

The chapter on the Steam Engine has been rewritten and brought up-to-date; a sim- 
ilar service has also been performed in connection with the articles on Photography by 
competent authorities. 

Numerous additional examples and problems especially in Magnetism and Electricity 
will be found at the end of the volume. 

Professors of some of the largest universities in America, consider it the best 
all around text-book on this subject published. Publishers. 

The typogoaphy of this book is very good, and its engravings have been drawn upon 
by many of the foremost authors who have written texts on Physics since the appearance 
of the first edition of Ganot's. The seventeenth edition is a splendid work and deserves to 
be popular. F. 



